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BURNHAM BUILDING AND
MILLENNIUM TOWER, BOSTON
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illiam Filene’ Sons

ceparment store was
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once regarded as “the

shopping mecca of the

northeast [United States),” savs Baumert
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His firm, Millennium Paniners, is the luxury,
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mixed-use property developer behind the

revitalised Burnham Building the adjacent
Millennium Tower in Baston, “Ask anyone who
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lives in Boston, and they’ll have a story to tel!
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you about Filene's,” he adds.
Chicago architect Daniel Hudson Burnham
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was responsible for the art deco structare
that housed Filene. The 1912 building

was his only creation in Boston, ma

rial—no wonder it made
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the National Register of Historic Places. It

was also positioned at the beart of the city
but
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rea—and the building itself—fell

1ir in 2004, when the store went

bankrupt and merged with Macy’s.

Another developer boughe it, beginning

redevelopment work by knocking down the
cade, which

was the only part they were obliged by the

building while keeping the

Landmark Commission 1o maintain. The

developers had to abandon plans in the

financial crisis. and it was at that point thas

Millennium Partners took the site on.
Under Millennium Partners, the

US$630 million project will combine retail

1 across the revitalised

space and offices spre
1912 Burnham Building and Millennium
Tower, which will also be home to 442 luxury
residences thar all benefic from five-star

concierge services

“It rakes care of an area that the cicy so

wants to restore, and that’s had a roug
vears,” savs Baumert of the project. As a vesulr,
he says, “theres no project in the history of the

‘~~4‘:h - : | : ‘ B city that has been more anticipated.”
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